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Who lately was forc'd to fly to England from 

their Perſecution in Scotland, for having accep- 

ted of a Preſentation from her Majeſty to the 

8 Pariſh Church of Bruntiſland, being a full 

E Vindication of him from the malicious Accu- 

| fations of their Kirk Judicatories. 
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From himſelf to a Friend of his in Scotland. 
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Aas XXV. 7, 8, 11. And when be was come, the Jews which 
came down from Hieruſalem, ſtood round about, and laid ma- 
ny and grievous complaints again Paul which they could not 
prove, while he anſwered for himſelf, neither againſt the lam 

of the Jews, neither againſt the Temple, nor yet againſt Caftus, 

Jade Foffended any thing at all, For if I be an offender, or 

Have committed auy thing worthy of death, I refuſe not to dies 

ut if there he none of itheſe things whereof theſe accuſe me, 

no man may deliver me unto them. J appeal unto Ceſar. 
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Lindon, Printed by V. R. and Sold 9 John Mer 
phbew near Stationers Hall, 1714. 
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Scots Preſbyterian Fuſtice exemplified, &c. 


Sir, 


Received yours, wherein you inform 
me, that my Abſence hath not abated, 
but rather height'ned the Malice and 
Calumnies of my unrelenting Enemies, 
and particularly, that the Synod of Fife hath ||| 
ordered that the Libels they raiſed and 
moved againſt me, ſhould be read from 
all their Pulpits, which you tell me has 
been done. I am not at all ſurprized at 
their Unjuſt and Antichriſtian procedure; 
ſince 'tis well known the R. R. the Bi- 
ſoops, and their Clergy, met with no bet- 
ter Treatment from them in the Lear 1638, 
nor the Epiſcopal Miniſters ſince the Revolu- 
tion. But I am far from putting my ſelf on 
2 level with the leaſt and meaneſt of thoſe 
worthy Men; my deſign at preſent being on- 
ly to inform you, and my other Friends at 
Edinburgh, how groundlels and malicious 
. A 2 their 
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{ their Calumnies are, and with how liu': Je 
reaſon or juſtice they have proceeded again - 
me. 

# To ſet this Matter in a clear light, I beg 
leave firſt to give you a ſhort Abſtract of 0 
Matters of Fact, and then ſhall, J hope, to 
your or any unbyaſſed Perſons ſatisfaction 
vindicate my ſelf from their unjuſt and un. 
ſubſcribed Libels raiſed againſt me. 

Firſt then, to give you a ſhort account of 
the Facts be pleaſed to know, that after [ 
had finiſhed the Courſe of my Studies at the | 
I Univerſities, J got ample Teſtificates and Re- 
[8 commendations from the Profeſſors of Divi- 
nity, both of Aberdeen and Edinburgh, and 
even from the Preſbytery of Edinburgh to the 
Preſbytery of Kirkcaldy ; upon which I was 
I licenſed by them in Fuly 1710, and by ap- 
pointment of the ſaid Preſbytery did Preach 13 
in the Church of Bruntiſland then vacant. ſa 
The Magiſtrates, Heritors and Lay-elders of I "3 
that Town and Pariſh, were pleaſed to come 1 
to a Reſolution to call me to "be their Mini- BY 
ſter, and for that end appointed their Com- 
miſſioners to the Preſbytery, for moderating a 
Call, as they ſpeak, with which the Preſby- || © 
| tery complied in January 1712, at which 
time I was choſen by a Plurality, and a th 
| Callfi aa my n by all then preſent, G 
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except a few, who were prevail'd upon by 
the Preſbytery to ſign another Call for ons 
Mr. Er/ken Preacher at Portmogue. N 
Theſe few confiſted chiefly of Six or 
Seven Lay-elders, and ſuch you kno are 
alily influenced on all occaſions by the Pre, 
Htery to defeat the Deſigns of the Gentry, 
and to continue themſelves Patrons of all the 
Churches within their Bounds ; and to give 
full ſatisfaction to the Preſbytery of the In- 
clinations of the People; the Call I had was 
ſupported by the Conſent of the Heads of al- 
moſt all the Families, both in Town and 
the adjacent Country, and ſigned by them. 


But this ſo unanimous Call being more popu- 


lar than agreable to the Preſbytery, was by 
their arbitrary Vote laid aſide, before cither 
the Merits thereof were taken into conſide- 
ration, or any Reaſons given for reject ing the 
ſame, as will appear by the ſtate of the Vote; 
namely, conſider the Affair or lay aſics both 
Calls; that is, Mr. Erſtens and mine, and it 
was carry'd by plurality of Votes, lay aftde 
both Calls; which | plainly ſhews, that the 
Preſbytery did proceed without examining or. 
entring upon the Merits of the Affair, which 
obliged theſe Holy Brethren on ſecond 
thoughts to alter their own Minutes. The 
Gentlemen of Bruntiſland judging themſelves 
| a3 in- 
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injured by ſuch an arbitrary procedure did 
appeal to the Synod of Fe; who in regard 


the e pretended the Reaſons were 


not ſigned in due time, affirmed the Preſbyte- 
ries Sentence, tho? this was plainly an omiſ- 


fron, if not a contrivance, of their own} 
| Clerk; The Commiſſioners from Brunti ſland, 
Having i in preſence of the Synod, offered to 
fien their Appeal and the Reaſons thereof, 
which was not allowed them as the Minutes 
of the Synod do vouch, 


This hard Treatment obliged theſe Com- 


miſſioners to appeal from this nod to the 
General Aſſembly. In the mean time the Preſ- 


bytery continued very buſy, uſing all their 
endeavours to make the Gentlemen pals 
from their Appeal, and to give me up, 
and to compaſs their Deſign, they privately 


loaded me with all the bad Characters their 


Malice could invent, tho' till then, they were 
pleaſed to own a good enough Opinion of me, 


and none was more violent in calling me 


Names than Mr. Pitcairn at Dyſart, who till 


| * then had made great profeſſions of Friendſhip 


tome, andemployed me frequently to Preach 


for him: To confirm theſe Aſperſions he 
wrote a Letter, Num. I. in the Aboendix to 


Mr. Mackenzie of Roſend, wherein he deſires 


| to meet with, and convince him to let the 


Appeal 
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Appeal fall, otherways he would be obliged 
to diſcover things which would vindicate the 
Preſbyteries Conduct, tho? to the ruin of the 
poor Young Gentleman, meaning me; Mr. 
Mackenzie returned him an Anſwer, wherein 
he fignify'd his willingneſs to wait upon him 
at Aing horn, the Place appointed to know 
what he meant by theſe Inſinuations againſt 
me: But inftead of coming thither, or nam- 
ing any particulars, he fail'd to meet Mr. 
Mackenzie contrary to his own Promiſe and 
earneſt Requeſt. When the Preſbytery found 
that the ben could not be prevailed 
with to pafs from their Appeal, their next 
recourſe was more open and bare-faced; for 
they threatned to Ruin me to all Intents and 
Purpoſes, if I did not deſert my Friends. I 
told them, that I could neither in Honour 


nor Conſcience forſake them then, ſince they 


had been at ſo much Trouble and Pains about 
me, but would rather take my chance at the 
General Aſſembly ;, neither did J fear their 
Threatnings, being conſcious of my own In- 
nocency. Then the Presbytery and Synod 
united their Forces to get the Aſſembly 


brought over to their meaſures, for which 


end they went on to reproach me privately, 


without Evidence, a Practice of which, I 
With they were not fo often Guilty, buzzing 


A abe 


1 0 1 

about among their Brethren ſome idle Stories 
without any Foundation, which with them 
is Equivalent to ſubſtantial Proof, before any 
other udicatory. 

By this means the Aſſembly, being prepoſ. 


ſeſſed, were eaſily induced to refer the mat- 
ter to their Commiſſion, without conſidering 


further the merits of the Cauſe ; for which 
procedure their pretended Reaſons were 
theſe: That ſeveral Miniſters could inform 
of things againſt me, which were not fit to 
be tabled in open Aſſembly, theſe their Whiſ⸗ 
perings came to my Ears, and as Innocence 
makes a Man Bold and Reſolute i in any juſt 
Action of his Life, eſpecially in vindication 


| o his Reputation, I did then openly appear 


for 77 ſelf, and preſented a Petition to the 
Aſſembly, importing that no regard ought to 
be had to theſe groundleſs Surmiſes induſtri- 
ouſly raiſed and propagated againſt me, unleſs 
an Accuſer appeared and offered to prove his 
Libel. On this occaſion, 'tis obſervable, 
that Mr. Flint, Moderator of the Committees 
for Bills, faid that Mr. Pitcairn of Dyſart 
had ſuggeſted to the Committee, that he could 
prove ſeveral unbecoming things againſt me, 
Mr. Pitcairn anſwered he had faid no ſuch 
thing; Mr. Flint replyed, Brother, I thought 
you did, and thereafter he was ſeconded by 


all 
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mother Member, but Mr. Pitcairn ſtood to 
the denial, and made a long harangue in 
my favour, and the regard he always had 
ſor me, expreſſing at the ſame time his re- 
gret for the wrong Notions ſome were plea- 


ed to entertain of me, which he believed 


were groundleſs and calumnious; thus the 
matter dropt, none appearing to own theſe 
clandeſtine Infinuations ; ſo the Aſſembly re- 
ſolved, that in regard they had not time 
to enter on the Merits of the Cauſe, to 
refer the ſame to their Commiſſion, with this 
particular Inſtruction, that no regard ſhould 
be had to private ſurmiſes againſt me ; un- 
leſs an Accuſer appeared, offering to prove 
his Libel; and the Commiſſion finding none 
to accuſe, or prove any thing againſt me, 


declared, that my Innocency ſhould be inti- 
mated to the next General Aſſembly. Never- 
theleſs, they were influenced to app 
what the Synod had done, as to the laying 


ppkove of 


alide of my Call; but with this remarkable 


Proviſo, that it was laid aſide without reſ- 


pect to what was ſuggeſted againſt me, as ap- 
pears from their Minutes the 17, of Ma 
1712. Here you ſee the ſiniſterous Methods 
and the Equivocations which they made 
uſe of to diſappoint the Gentry and People 
of Bruntiſland in their proſecuting of a then 
nr | legal 
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legal Call, who are like to be forced to reſt 
contented, after having ſpent their time and 
pains to no purpoſe, beſides a great expence 
and trouble in running the tedious courſe of 


all their Airk PFudicatories, to have at 


laſt one obtruded upon them by the Prefty- 
rery, contrary to the Inclinations of the Peo- 
ple, which was once the fundamental Charter 
of Preſbytery, and my Life, which, I thank 
God, was till then unblemiſhed; was brought 
into queſtion by them, becauſe T would not 
defert my Friends; For tho' they could 
make nothing appear againſt me ; yet the 
Preſbyteries, Synods, Aſſembly, and their Con- 
miſſions very well know, that ſuch ſecret 
Detractions anſwered their Defigns, for ca- 


lumniarę auda#ter aliquid adberebit is one of 


their darling Maxims. 5 | 

After the Commiſſion was Diſſolved, I 
came to the Prefbytery of Kirkcaldy in order 
to get my Teſtimonials, the Presbytery ac- 


cording to the verbal recommendation given 


them by the Commiſſion, did appoint two of 
their number to enquire at Mr. Hay of 


Naughtern and others, who were ſaid to 
know ſome thing that was amiſs of me, and 
after a full Inquiſition into Surmiſes againit 
me, gave me a very ample Teſtificate, the 


Tenor whereof followeth. | 
E 3 3 « Theſe 


; [ 1x ] -þ 

„ Theſe do Teſtify to all Preſbyteries 
4 whom it may concern, that Mr. William 
« Dugud Preacher of the Goſpel hath be- 
« haved chriſtianly, ſoberly, and agreea- 
« ably to his Character within the bounds 


of this Preſbitery of KAzrkcalday fince he 


« was licenſed: by us to Preach the Goſpel, 
% wherefore we know nothing that may 
« juſtly hinder the ſaid Mr. Dugud's incou- 
« ragement by any Preſbytery wherein Pro- 
evidence his lot may happen, in Teſti- 
* mony whereof theſe Preſents are written 
« at Linktoun of Abbots Hall the 11 Day 
« of September 1712. and in name, and at 
the appointment of the {aid Preſbytery, is 
« Subſcribed by their Moderator and Clark 

James Dickſon, Moderator. 

Thomas Ruſſel, Clark. 


After this J continued to Preach by their 
appointment, in ſeveral Churches within 
the bounds of their Preſbytry till Novemb. 
following, when I was honoured with her 
Majeſty's Preſentation to the Cure of Brun- 
tiſland, procured by a Letter written by the 
Gentlemen of the Pariſh, in conjunction 
with the Magiſtrates and Common Council 
of the Burgh of Bruntiſland to my Lord 
Hon, Member of Parliament for the _ 
0 


of Fife, which Preſentation was intimated 
to the Moderator of the Preſbytery on the 21 


* 


of November, 1712. 

It would but tire out your Patience ſhould 
I enter into a detail of all the Shifts and 
Evaſions by which the Preſbytery endeavour- 
ed to elude her Majeſty's Preſentation, and 
all the Proteſtations that were taken Pro and 
Con on that account ; I ſhall only here give 
you a ſhort Abſtract of Matters of Fact, . 
whereby you may ſee their manifeſt Con- Sh; 
tempt of her Majeſty's Authority, and that : 
all the Perſecution I have met with fince 
Patrons were reſtored to their juſt Rights, Shy; 
are owing intirely to my firm. Adherence to fee 
her Majeſty's Preſentation, On the 27 of 
November the Preſbytery met at Dyſart, 
where Mr. Dury of Grange and Alexander 
Anderſon one of the preſent Magiſtrates ac- Hu- 
companied me, and preſented her Majeſty's 
Gift and preſentation to the Preſbytery, toge- 
ther with a Declaration of Adberence there - Nr 
to from the Magiſtrates, Heritors, and al- 
moft all the Heads of the Families of Brun-& 
iſland Pariſh, but they refuſed to ſuſtain, 
read or record the ſame in their Books, up- 
on which Bailly Anderſon took Juſtruments 
in the Hands of a Publick Notary, notwith- 
ſtanding, at the earneſt defire of the Pari- 
10 | ſhioners, 
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joners, they appointed me from time to 
ne to Preach in the Church of Brunti/land. 
h the 25 of December the Preſbytery met 
zin, and then referred my Affair to the Sy- 
1d of Fife, but in the mean time, to en- 
ure me by a previous Diſcourſe, they pre- 


nd E,. Dei. Propoſing thereby to bring 
Vc e into an inevitable Lock, for if I appro- 
d, d of Patronages, it was contrary to their 
n- Frinciples, and if not, it was contradictory 
at p my own Pradtice in accepting her Maje- 
ce % Preſentation. This Diſcourſe was not 
en me in order to Admiſſion, that having 
to een referred to the Synod, but meerly with 
of f deſign to ruin me. On the 29 of January 
vowing 1713, I delivered my Diſcourſe, 
herein | proved Patronages to be Lawful 
ure humano from the Canons of Oecumenical 
mncils, the Writings of the Primitive Fa- 
bers, and Biſhops of the Church, and the 


Ihe Brethren conſulted till late at Night, 
rhether they ſhould condemn or approve 
ny Diſcourſe, and at laſt I was called in, 
nd told they delay'd the approving of my 
Iicourſe, till ſuch time as I ſhould fatisfy 
tem in my extemporary Trials concerning 
hat matter. But ſome of the Brethren told 
| Mme. 


ibed me a Theam de Jure Patronatiis in 


Laws and Conſtitutions of Chriſtian Princes. 
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me roundly in private, that if I did: not {; 
tisfy them that I believed in my Conſcien 
Patronages were a ſinful Inſtitution, contr; 
ry to the Word of God, and Inconſiſtes 

with the Evangelical way of eleQing ani 

choofing Miniſters, they could not Ordaiila 
me : I told them I had delivered my Min 
on that Subject in my Diſcourſe and wouk 
add no farther,and ſince that time have Prin 
ted the Exegeſis for my Vindication, Afte 
this Mr. Oſwald of Dunnekier Younger on 
of the Heritors of Bruntiſland, craved tha 
in regard her Majeſty's Preſentation was nof 

Read when firſt tabled before the Preſbyteryſknc 
it might be publickly Read, and marked inf 
their Minutes, the Preſbytery anſwered tha 
the Preſentation > was formerly Read, Mr 
Oſwald appealed to their Minutes, and Prof 
teſtat ions taken againſt them for refuſing iti 
which ſo diſturbed the Brethren, that the 
deſired the Gentlemen to remove, to thro: 
end they might conſider whether they ſhouk 
read her Majeſty's Preſentation or not, after 
two Hours attendance they were called in 
and told by their Moderator, they judgec 
the reading of the Preſentation no Homolo 
"gation, as they fpeak, or Approbation of Face 
tronages, ſo it was Read, and marked wit 
that Gloſs. But it was obſerved, that — 

a . the 
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they did condeſcend to read the Queen's Pre- 
encation, yet to ſhew their dillike of it, and 
their contempt of her Majeſty's Authority, 
none of them were ſo mannerly as to riſe 
tom their Seats, or to uncover their Heads 
t the reading thereof, which was ever the 
iYcuſtonr in ſuch Caſes. On the 26 of Febru- 
ny 1713, the Presbytery met at Kirkcalday, 
1Yvhere I Preach'd before them on a. Text ap- 
in ointed by themſelves, Rom. chap. 1 1. 3. with 
teSphich Diſcourſe they declared themſelves 
nFſtisfyed. But underſtanding that I, or ſome 
at wy Friends, had payed the dues of get- 
nolins my Preſentation to paſs the Seals, they 
ry ndeavoured to make this a Handle by which 
ich defeat the ſame, calling it Szmony, tho? 
hay the ſame reaſon, they might have charg- 
Miß me for paying their own Clark, for the 
ro xtracts of my Licenſe and Teſtimonial ; 

; 1tYowever, they demurred on this and would 
heyſot order me a new Trial, then Mr. Ofwald- 
thFroteſted, that the Presbyterys delaying td 
uldider further Trials to me, was meer Shifts” 
tend Evaſions, and appealed to the Queen 
| 10d Parliament for Relief, and I appealed to 
Igefle Synod of Fife, which was to meet at 
oloWumfermling the 7 of April following. 
Paqccordingly when with much difficulty I 
vitgt my Buſineſs moved before the Synod, 
2 é they 
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they called for the Preſbytery Books of Xirk. 


calday, and cenſured that Preſbytery for gi- 
ving me ſuch ample Teſtimonials as they 
found Recorded there, and declared the ſame 
to be Void and Null, the Preſbytery thank- 
ed the Moderator of the Synod for the Juſtice 
was done them. The God in the mean 
time laid aſide the Presbyteries Reference, in 
relation to my Admiſſion on her Majeſty: 


Preſentation, and rejected my Appeal, and 


appointed a Committee to ſit de die in dien 
to inquire into, and make trial of Scandals 
againſt me, tho' no Accuſers appeared. [ 
perceived immediately how they play'd to 
one and others Hands, and ſo I proteſted anc 
appealed to the General Aſſembly for the Sy 
nods {lighting the Queens Preſentation, b 
neglecting to conſider my Appeal, but inſteac 
thereof, appointing an illegal and irregula 
Committee to take trial of Suggeſtions, fro 
which I had already beei acquitted by the 
General Aſſembly, and Presbytery of Kirkcat 


day, eſpecially when no Accuſer appeared tof 


give in either Libel or Information againſt 
me; and in the mean time the Commiſſioners 
from Bruntiſland appealed to the Queen anc 
Parliament. | > 
When my Appeal was brought in before 
the Aſſembly, they without conſidering an 
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of the reaſons of it did remit the {ame to 
their Common, to try and proceed in the 
ame as they found Cauſe. When the Mo- 
derator intimated this Sentence to me, I told 
them that J had been twice already before 
al their Kirk Judicatories, ſo I defired that 
the A/embly might now judge in my Affair, 
ſince | humbly conceived the remitting of 
me to their Commiſſion was Illegal, ſeeing 
they were only a Committee of the Aſembly 
wh:ch had no Foundation i in Law, nor could 
it Suh to determine in afiy Matter after 
the Aſſembly was Aaj onurned, and conſequent- 
ly was a handle 2 by which to delay me; 
therefore I proteſted and appealed from the 
General Aſembly to the Queen and Farlia- 
nent for Relief In Law. 

Immediately where I went to Bruni 
und to Preach as I had been in uſe todo, it 
having been part of my Proteſtation, that [ 
ſhould continue Preaching there, until my 
Appeal was diſcuſſed. 'I was no ſooner gone, 


| but the Aſſembly declared my Licence void 


and null, for no other reaſon but for prote- 
ſting againſt them, and appealing ro the 
Queen and Parliiment for Relief in Law, 
tho“ J was never: cited nor had occafion to 
inſwer for my ſelf. | 

| From what has been ſaid, 1155 obvious to 
Dn any 


CT 

any conſidering Perſon, that the Act reſto. 
ring the right of Patronage, needs to be more f 
enlarged and explain'd, and farther Proviſion © 
made in ſeveral Caſes, which do happen, if I 
ſo the Legiſlature ſhall think fit. For in- 
ſtance, when any Presbytery takes upon it 
to refuſe Admiſſion to any legally. qualified 
Perſon, regularly preſented unto them; for 
if Presbyteries, Synods and General Aſſen. 
Blies be the ultimate Judges of Preſentations, 
what muſt become of ſuch Candidates as are 
not promoted by them. For let a true blue 
Cobler infinuate to the Brethren, that the 
Candidate is not a good, or well gifted Man, “ 
is not ſound or ſavory, as they term it, this I 
is amongſt them thought proof enough of I) 
his Inſufficiency, without further evidence; 0 
or if there be any malignancy in his Blood, 
that is, if his Father, Mother, Grand- father k 
or Grand- mother, &c. were eſteemed Malis- © 
nants, they'll eaſily get ſome of the Brethren 
to declare, they believe he is not fit for the 
Miniſtry, or that he is Hetrodox in his Opi- 


nions ; and ſo without condeſcending upon, 
or proving any particulars, by this Method 
and Cant, he is rejected, and. his Reputation | 
blaſted amongſt the People, he himſelf and 

his Patron, after a Year's running about all 
their Azrk Judicatories tyred out, or perhaps 


fot 


C19: 

for ſome pretended Miſcarriage alledged to be 
committed in his Childhood laid afide or if 
they admit him to Tryals, they will give 
him ſome controverted Theam in order to 
eoſnare him, wherein he muſt probably ei- 
ther interfere with their Principles, or 
with the Laps of the Land. To be ſure, if 
he ſpeaks for the Laws, he is Caſt, but if 
zpainſt them, he is the better liked. This 
Dilemma was put to me in the Subje& they 
flign'd me for my Exægeſis; and becauſe I 
did not exclaim againſt the Act of Parlia- 
nent reſtoring Patronages, they did not ap- 
prove of my Diſcourſe, which muſt be pure- 
ly on that account, ſince they made no other 
objection againſt it. They one day gave me 
ample Teſtimoniale, that I had behaved my 
ſelf Chriſtianly, Soberly and Agreeably to 
ny Character, ever ſince I was licenced by 
them, and that they knew nothing to hin- 
der or obſtruct my encouragement to be a 
Miniſter, where in SEAS e my Lot might 
falt; and yet thoſe very Men in a few days 
thereafter, when I produced Her Mzjeſiy's 
Preſentation, immediately changed their 
Countenance, and gave me all the Trouble 
and Uneaſineſs their Malice could contrive, 
as you ſhall further ſee in the Sequel of this 
Letter; For taking away my Licence did 
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not ſatisfy their M lice, but the forementio- 
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ned Committee of the Synod of Fife, notwith- 
ſtanding my Appeal to the 4//embly, and the 
ſame then acquieſced in by the Synod and 
their Committee, about a Month after the 


Aſſembly was adjourned, did cite me to ap- 


pear before them upon the 1 of *Fuly 1713, 
which leads me naturally to. CEE 


The Second thing I promiſed, namely, to I 


vindicate my ſelf from the pretended Calum. 
nious .Libels moved and raiſed againft me by 
the Spnod of Fife and their Committee, which 


they have cauſed to be read from their ſeve- 


— — | 
I was much obliged to you for ſending 


me a Copy of the Synod's' Sentence, which | 


communicated to a Gentleman of my Ac- 


quaintance ; and he after peruſal of it made 
this Reflection, that he did not believe the 


greateſt proficients in Non-ſenſe, even the 
Synod of Fife themſelves not excepted, could 


contain within the compaſs of a Sheet and. 
Half of Paper, ſo many Contradictions, Solt 
ciſms, and Blunders, as fill up that Paper, 


read from their ſeveral Pulpirs againſt me; 
which if Printed, would ſufficiently prove 


their Malice, and vindicate my Innocency. 


But that I may ſet this Vindication of mine 


in a true light, [ ſhall firſt prove to the Con. 


victio 


the 


el 
jan 


. | 
tion of all that the Synod's method of pro- 
dure againſt me, has been contrary. to all 
ur Laws, and even their own know Forms. 
&condly, That all the Witneſſes who ſeem _ 
o depoſe to my Diſadvantage, are either my 
kclared Enemies, or under ſume other legal 
ncapacity, Thirdly, For further Satisfa- 
tion, I ſhall give diftin& anſwers to every 
to Article in the pretended Libels. 
The Synod's method of procedure hath 
been contrary to all our Laws, and even to 
eir own known Forms in regard 
e- 1ft, That they paſſed by the conſidera- 
lion of my Appeal to them, from the Presby- 
18 ery of zrkcaldy, in relation to my Admiſ- 
Ion on her Majeſty's Preſentation, and cen- 
c- Jared that Presbyrery for giving me a Teſti- 
nonial; tho' the ſame was warranted by the 
Orders of the preceeding Aſſembiy, whoſe Sen- 
tence, tho* they were an inferiour Court, 
they took upon them to reſcind. _- 
2dly, The Synod did appoint a Committee 
IL their own number, contrary to all Rules, 
r, No fit de die in diem, to procure what Scan- 
; Nals againſt me they could, tho' no Accuſer 
vefippeared, nor was any Libel produced, either 
v. Iten, or to this day, but what they them- 
1efllves Invented and Promoted, terming it a 
n- ma clamoſa ;, for none of them would be 
0 | 52 pre- 
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prevailed upon to ſubſcribe the'Libel as an 
Accuſer, fo that in direct oppoſition to the 
Act of the Aſembly in my favour, my Accu- 
ſers became my Judges. | 
3dly, Notwithſtanding I had Appealed 
from the Synod, and their Committee to the 
General Aſſembly, and that the Appeal was 
| accordingly tabled before the Aſſembiy in 
| May 1713, yet after the Aſſembly was ad- 
l journed, the forementioned Committee cited 
me to Appear before them in Fuly thereafter 
when we were become ſtated Parties ; for a 
Mahumetan Mufti, even according to their 
own rules, bad as they are, ought to be as much 
my Judge as they ſhould have been; after 
my Appeal from them was lodged in a ſupe 
rior Court, unleſs the ſame had been remit4 
ted back to them, which neither was, no 
can be pretended ;, yea, and after I had given 
them in Anſwers, containing a declinature 
upon this og” Bom eng, yet _ proceedec 
to examine Witneſſes, and paſs Sentence 
The Foundation being thus faulty, the 
whole Fabrick muſt in conſequence fall tc 
the ground, | | | 
Athly, They obliged me to three Month: 
attendance upon them, before I could get the 
pretended Libels; for they firſt gave me one 
and a Month after another, but both Fes 
325 5 | ub. 
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an] ſubſcribed, and then they aſſigned me two 
the Months to anſwer them; which I offer'd to do 
cu: in two days, but that was not accepted. 
Nevertheleſs, they have the confidence to al- 
ledge in their Sentence, that it was à high 
Aggravation of my Crime, to give them a 
Declinatnre, after I promiſed to give An- 
ſwers, ſtrange Metaphiſicks, as if Anſwers 
and a Declinature, were Inconſiſtent things, 
or that I could decline them as Judges, be- 
fore I conſidered what were the grounds up- 
on which I was cited to appear before them. 
 5thly, They refuſed to give me a Liſt of 
the Witneſſes Names, and Deſignations who 
were to be led againſt me, that I might ob- 
jet againſt them, a Privilege allowed by 
Law and Cuſtom immemorial to all Perſons 
accuſed of Crimes ; which plainly betrayed 
their own Opinion of the Witneſſes Inſuffi- 
ciency. Yet I had no ſooner left them, than 
with all expedition they examined their 
Witneſſes, ſome of whom, had I been pre- 
ſent to have given in my Objections againſt, 
they could not without the moſt flagrant in- 
juſtice have admitted them; and tho* they 
hy examined all ſuch, with whom they under- 
he ſtood I was in the leaſt acquainted, or with 
whom I commonly Converſed; yet they 
could not get one to depoſe any thing to my 
of | B 4 diſad- 
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oneration, and Vindication, except theſe few 
I am here to give you ſufficient Objections 
againſt ; and it is obſervable that amongſt 
them, thereare not two concurring Witneſſes 


proving wy ane pretended, Misbehavior in 


me, 


6thly, As I upon the juſteſt grounds de- 


clined the Committee as Incompetent Judges, 


fo they declined themſelves, in regard they 


did not cite me apud acta, or otherwiſe, after 
I gave them in my Declinature to hear and 
{ee probation led; for tho' I declined them, 
yet if I had been cited, and did not appear in it 
was my own fault, but ſince I was not cited, 


no examination of Witneſſes, can be good in 


my abſence. 


7thly, Contrary to all our Laws they ex- 


amined the Witneſſes de ſuper inquirendis, 
as thus, did you ever ſee or hear that Mr. 
Dugud did an wy ill Action, as is plain from the 
Depoſitions of Baillie Thauian, and Chriſtian 
Baillie, which ſhall be taken notice of in their 
proper places. I have been credibly infor- 
med, that the Committee drew up Copies of 


what the Deponent was to Swear, previoully 


to the taking of his Oath; and it is certain, 
they fought no better evidence of my Guilr, 
than it any would ſwear they believed me in 


their | 


diſadvantage, but rather. highly to my Ex- 


2 
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their Conſciences to be Guilty of any of theſe 
things, with which they charged me, tho“ 
they were neither Eye nor Ear Witneſſes of 
them. They writ down alſo what they plea- 
ſed, and did not keep by the Deponent's own 
words: For inſtance, a young Man in Pitteu- 
chair, who declared he ſaw nothing in me 
but Civility, that I gave him a Sixpence for 
finding my Horſe-whip, which T had drop'd, 
being aſked by a Gemleman why he ſubſcri- 
bed a Paper, that he believed I was overtaken 
with Drink, he replied, © Mr. Curree Mini- 
s ſter at Kinooloffc had brought him, and 
« oblig'd him to ſubſcribe. that Paper? but 
he did not think there was any thing in it 
os againſt me, which ſhews he Ki not read 
« it nor knew what was in it. 

Not only was their Method of Price: 
dure againſt me, contrary to all Law, as I 
have already ſhewn, bur the pretended Wit- 
neſſes, who have depoſed any thing to my 
lifadvantage, are either my declared nemies, 
or under ſome other legal Incapacity. 

Baille Thaulan ſhould never have been ad- 
mitted a Witneſs in regard iſt, he threatn'd 
to do mie a Miſchief, which is well know i in 
the Pariſh of Bruntiſland, and which I can 
prove by famous Witneſſes. zdly, He was, 
ind {till ie, under n of Scandal at my 
witance 


—— —_ — 


inſtance, before the Commiſſarier of St. An- 


drews, and likewiſe under another Proceſs 
before the Regality of rs e for a Riot 
and notorious Breach of Truſt, in breaking 
open, expoſing and burning a Letter directed 
to me, which he promiſed to deliver or re- 
turn ſafe; and 'tis well known he offered 
himſelf to be a Witneſs uncalled, I ſhall ſay 
no more of him, but that his Diſpoſition 
ſtands contradicted, in the Minutes of the 
Committee, by the Depoſitions of five or 
ix other honeſt Men, whom Baillie Thaulan 
| owned. upon Oath' to have been preſent at 
the time when he alledged me Guilty. 
| All I ſhall Gy of Mr. Xing at Anſtrut her is, 
that he is a Member of the Synod himſelf, 
and fo could not reafonably be ſuſtained as a 
Witneſs, but this is agreeable to their former 
Practice in the year 1638, when they Ex- 
communicated the Right Reverend the Bi- 
ſaops, and their Clergy; the Brethren firſt 
came dowh from the Bench, and made Oath 
& Kine Chartds | àgainſt them, and immediately 
latge Heclara- after went to their Seats, and as 
on. Judges Condemned them. 
As for Mr. Melurum Probationer, *tis well 
known, what ſiniſtrous Methods were made 
ule of to get him. placed Miniſter at Bruntiſ- 
land, and for this end I was ſtill loaded _ 
ü Fa the 
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. | the blackeſt Characters, both by himſelf, as. if 
5. | ſtanding in the way of his Promotion, and ä 
a certain Gentleman his Patron, whoſe Name 
I forbear to mention, from the regard I have. 
to ſonic of his near Relations; rho? his Malice 
and hatred againſt me hurried him to the 
vileſt and moſt ungentlemany Methods of 
Detra&ion; inſomuch, that in bis rage againſt 
me, he ſpared not his neareſt Relations. | 

Mrs. Maubree being the Daughter of wor⸗ 
thy Parents I ſhall fay little of, her, nor of 
her Character, it being well enough known, 
but this I cannot forbear to ſay, that when 
ſhe was queſtioned by a Gentleman at Edin- 
burgh, what ſhe had to ſay againft me, ſhe 
" | replied that ſhe never ſaw any thing but Diſ- 
1 F cretion and Civility in me, and had nothing 
r 
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to ſay to my diſadvantage ; and when ſhe was 
urged to give this under her Hand, ſhe an- 

- | fwered, ſhedurſt not do it without acquaint- 
ting James Robertſon an Extracter, and Ser- 
vant to the above mentioned nameleſs Gen- 
tleman,; yea, ſhe owned {he would Swear any 
thing Kobertſon deſired of her; this ſhe ſaid 
. In preſence of a very worthy Gentleman Mr, 
Davidſon Tutor to Mr. Nisbet Tounger of 
Dirletoun, I am not willing to mention 
ſome of Mrs. Naubree's Hiſtory, and her 
: | concerns with Mr, Kobertſon, which are al- 
enn ready 
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Go! and to her own Conſcience. | 


' Chriſtian Bailly came over to Brumiſland, 
no doubt with a deſign to ruin my Credit 


with all whom ſhe could influence; particu- 


larly with Mr. Drury of Grange, and his Fa- 
mily, to whom ſhe ſald all the ill things of 


me her Malice could ſuggeſt, tho? at the | ws 
time ſhe pretended to my ſelf all the kindneſs 
in the World; but after I was informed of 
her unchriſtian, and hypocritical Method of 

defaming me, and that I reaſoned the matter 
with her, the fell into a Paſſion, called me 


Names, in the preſence of many, and fo her 


pretended F riendſhip ended inan open Breach. 


As for Robertſon in Poduckhall, he is well 


known to be male famæ, and I have a Pro- 
8 ceſs depending againſt him before the Com- 
8 mſſaries of St. Andrew's for Scandal; but the 
' Synod, it ſeems, rather than fail of having 
Inſtruments, to accompliſh their malicious 
- Deſigns, will make uſe of the moſt abandon- 
ed Wretches for Witneſſes, who will com- 


pound the Matter,and depoſe any thing to be 


free of Kirk-Cenſures themſelves. 

Tho' what I have ſaid already may be 
eſteem'd a ſufficient Vindication, yet that I 
may fully ſatisfy the World, I hall give par- 


ticular Atiſwers to every Article of their 


err | Pre- 


ready too publick; I ſhall only leave her to 


rn en eee alt. 1 a tb 


„ CS at et _r4 A 


EW. 

pretended Libele, which was the third thing 
{ promiſed you to perform, and that I hope 
to the entire Satisfadtbon of all the unpreju- iſ 
diced part of Mankind. And if either in 

what I have ſaid already, or what I am fur- 
ther to ſay, ſomething more of warmth do 
appear than what an unconcerned, ſtander by, 
may think proper; I hope the Perſecution I 
have unjuſtly ſuffered, and the Wickednefs 
of the People who are brought as Evidences 
againſt me, will make my Apology; eſpe- 
cially, if it be conſidered, that there is no 
other way: left me at preſent to oppoſe the 
deluge of their fictitious Scandals, hut by 
ſhewing thoſe concerned in a truer; tho? ugs 
lier light, than I naturally odd be inch 
able to do. 3112 1 tf 

{1 6 
Ne to the fot Libel 9 me wh a 
Committee of the: Sod; off F ife 1 15 * 
July 1713. 

As tothe firſt part of the Lie wha 
it's alledged that in Auiguſt 1710, J danced 
over a Sword at Blair of Athol, and that 
about the ſame time I was Drunk at Dunkell, 4 
Janſwer, Mr. Ruſſel at Kennay, and Mr. 
Dickſon at Markins, by order of the Preſbytery 
of Kirkcaldy inquired at Mr. Hay of Naugb. 


teen, and an other Gentleman, who were laid 
to 


— 
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to linow: that Affair, they both declared to 
them that I was two Nights in their Com- 
pany, at the time when the al ledged Miſbe- 
Haviour ſhould have happened, and that they 
neither ſaw, nor knew any thing of my be- 
ing Drunks, this: the extracted Records of the 
| Preſbytery hand the iſt of September 1712 
| do more e Fully bear. At that time I was in 
= Ma ves of Lothian's Family, and ac- 
|  companied the Lord Fedburgh's eldeſt Son to 
| the Eid noble Marqueſs to Blais of Arbol,and 
in vindication of my Behaviour all the time 
was in the ſaid Fannly, I have an ample 
Ss Teſtimonial in November 1710, under the 
Marqueſs's own Hand, bearing that I had be- 
 haved my ſelf well and agreeably to my Cha- 
racter, without any Offence, while in his Fa- 
milly, to the Satisfaction of them all. And 
mfnuce the Lord Fedburgh was at Blair of 
i Ur hol, and Dankelt at choſe time with me, 
T have a full Vindication under his Eordſhip's 
Hand, in Letter to Peter Dugud my F — 
dated May 9th 1711. This I think does ſuf- 
g, clear me from the Scandal of Drun- 
5, which is always one Article in eve- 
"Libel. raifed by Synods and Prefbyteries, 
inſt all whom they have a mind to op- 
weſs; and therefore I do, here once for all, 


emnly — that - am Innocent of that 
| Sin, 
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Sin, and am willing to put my Reputation 
upon the iſſue of it's being proved by reputa. 


>» 


ble Witneſſes againſt me. 4 
As to the 3d Article, aſſerting that upon 
the 22d of March 1710, the day I was en 
tered on my Trials, before the 'Presbytery of 
Kirkcaldy, I was Drunk in the Houfe- of 
Bailly Fobn Greeg in Linktoun of Abbhonſball; 

| anſwer that I am ſufficiently vindicated, 
from this moſt: falſe Aſperſion, by a Letter, 
Number 2d in the Appendix, under John 
Greeg's own Hand, ſubſcribed both by him- 
lf and his Wife; and whereas the only 
preſumption alledged for the truth of this 
Article is taken from Mr. Ning and Mr. Mel. 
irum's Depoſitions; namely, that when they 
came into my Room in the Morning, they . 
bund my Chamber Floor wet, upon which 
they put a very ugly Conſtruction: I have 
already given you ſufficient Reaſons againſt 
„ Icheir being admitted as Witneſſes, and as the 
- Story is wholly. Calumnious, yet grant it 
Jvere True, it. could infer no Preſumption, 
„ Juuch leſs Probation of Drunkenneſs; ſeeing. 
4 tis well knoum to all thoſe with whom 1 
„ oonverſed, that in the Year 1710, I had con- 
p. tracteda very ill Habit of Body, by too ſedan- 
IL tery a Life, ſo that my Stomach was intire- 
al 
n, 
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ly out of order, which obliged me to go to 


Maflat- 


[+ at, Dumfern.ling | in April 1713, and to have 
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| Mafiat Wells for my recovery from that In- 
diſpoſition, by the advice of Sir Edward 
25 Iſeack, who with Dr. Hume were my Phyſi. 
gians by turns, and who can atteſt the Cir- 
cumſtances, my Indiſ poſition had then brought 
me. into, and to God's Bleſſing upon their 
Preſeriptions I owe my Recovery. I further 
appeal to Mr. Eliot mi 5 Apothecary for che I, 
truth of this, and to Mr. Grierſon who ſaw | 
wipe at. the Wells, and even to Mr. Mebſtet 
imſelf, let them ſpeak as they ſhall anſwer FN 
10 C od, and I ſhall "and to their award. 
As to the 3d Article, alledging that upon 
the 24 of May 1713, I was ſeen Drunk at 
EFitteucbar and Podduckball ; IJ anſwer that 
there is no manner of Preſumption for this, 
bur the pretended belief of a Boy, who was 
impos d upon by the Committee to ſubſcribe 
contrary. to what he had declared to Mr, 
Moyes. of Pittęuchar, who inquired concern- 
108 - 1 8 Truth of chat Report; but J have 
taken notice of this already. 
As to the 4th Article, aſſerting me to 
have been Drunk, while attending the Synod 


called the S nod Raſcals and Villains, to this 
I oppoſe 7 — Declaration Numb. 3 in the Ap- 
pendix, under the Hands of Alexander Bur- 


net, Dean of Guild of Bruntiſſand, John 1 50 
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of Grange, John Cywan Elder, preſent Con“ 
rener, and Mr. Fames' Guthree School-maſter' 
. Jef Bruntiſland, who were conſtantly Night 
. and Day in my Company, while at Dumferm- 
bt ng the aid time, will ſufficiently vindicate 
ll ny Innocency, and ſhews how much a Spi- 
er int of Calumny and Detraction rages among 
ie Boy Accaſets, zz 
„As to the'5th Article, that during my at- 
ending the ſaid Synad, ſecing a young Man 
er chere in the Church Yard, who was walking 
In a very grave and ſedate way, I ſfioüld have 
lad in a Scoffing mantier; he 1s thinking God- 
neſs is great gain; I-anſwer, I remember 
thing of it, but thb“ T had faid fo much, 
tis a moſt unjuſt and uncharitable way of 
udging my Thoughts, to make a bad Inter- 
pretation of my Words, ſince they are capable 
f a fair and good Conſtructioti vi. that 
he young Man was thinking on the excel- 
encies and advantages of Religion and God- 
lines. B97 20090 LL ya bee 
"YE As to the 6th Article, that I was guilty of 
; Lying and Prevaricating, in that I having 
„t a Bill from Mr. Rue! upon Charles Hay, 
actor to the Earl of Leven, for a ſmall Sum 
«| Mony, I promiſed never to return uport 
1 r. Ryſſel for payment, and yet afterwards 
: Proſecuted him. * all I-promiſed 
—” was 
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was not to return upon Mr. Ruffel, if by any JI; 
means I could procure; my Money from. Mr. J 
Hay, which Mr. Rſſæl made me firmly hope ; 
could; but Mr. Hay refuſing to accept the il; 
Bill, ny Truſtee returned the Bilk on Mr.. 
Rel, according to my Order, but. afterwards 
Proſecuted him without any particular Order Il 
from me, and before he had acquainted me I 
therewith, or that I knew ſo much as that I 
the Bill was returned; It is very improba- If 
ble I would have abſolutely promiſed not tof 
have recurred upon, Mr. Rufſe] for payment In 
of a juſt Debt, which none deny this to haveſſy 
been, and theſe my Accuſers are, not often; 
guilty. of diſcharging Debts that are. juttlye; 


— nn n hoc - We 
- As tot he 7th and laſt Article, that I own. II. 


ed Preſbyterian Government when I was li. 
cenſed, and promiſed obedience to their Art 
Fudicazories,, and yet notwithſtanding had 
Preached in. Bruntifland, after the Ken 
declar'd my Licence void; I anſwer, that 
ever owned Presbyterian Government, or 
promiſed} Obedience to their Fudicatories, | 


mult acknowledg to have been o ing to Rt 
Vouth and Ignorance, for then I had not conf 
fidered, nor. did I underftand the nature 0 
their Government throughly ; and if I have 
diſobeyed them they are aye tc 

| : ED | ame 


L135 ] 
blame, ſince they taught me the Principle of 
Re/itance in oppoſition. to Paſſive Obedience : 


3 a + S 


But I find they underſtand this only with re- 
ſpe to Prelacy and, Aingly Government, but 
they expect we are to pay an unlimited, im- 
flicite, and intire Snbmiſſion to the arbitrary 
Deciſions, and the moſt exceptionable decrees 
of- Prexbytaries, Syneds, and General Am- 
lies, to reſiſt whom is with them a Crine 
f| the deepeft Dye:; „ however, this I muſt 
own; that their oppreſſion of me has been the 
oftrument;. the Almighty God'hath thought 
it to make uſe of to ſet me a thinking, and 
cuir made mę inquire into their Principles more 
* arefully than I had formerly done; the re- 
Iult of, highs by. the, bleſſing of God is, that 
Ino deteſt their Principles as having no 
1-Ffoundation in the Holy Scriptures, nor in 
8 tive Chriſtianity; that I now deſign nat 
o give over my Inquiry till L be folly ſa- 
Mixty ea of the Doctrine, Diſcipline, Worſhip' 
md Govgrnment of the Primitive Church: 
Irithin the Ara of the Chariſmata, of which 
doubt not to find the Church of England 
ab Oy” Copy' IDW. extant we 
| It T 
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$4 87 7 to the 2d Pretended Libel. given 
1 — by rhe nene of oy Nee 
n 
As to the 1ſt Article Skarein' it's alledg'd 
that in the Spring 1710, 1 lodged in te 
Houſe of Mrs.  Maubree, Widow of Mr: Mau- 
bree, Merchant in Edinburgb, in Company 
with Mr. Andrew Baxter, Tutor to Mr. Ker 
of Kevers his Sons, and that then and there! 
was Drunk, and behaved my ſelf immodeſtly 
and undeceritly to Mrs. Maubree, Gi. The 
7 tne 9 themſelves do not pretend that this 
rticle hath the leaſt ſhadow of Probation, 
the ſame depending on tlie ſingle Teſtimony 
of Mrs. Maubree, againſt whom I have ſaid 
enough in the Objections: againſt the Wit- 
nefles, to render her Declaration of no Credit, 
but that I may ſet my Inhocency i in this matter 
ina true Light; pleaſe to read a Letter Num, 
4th in the Appendix written by the foreſaid 
Mr. Baxter, who is a Gentleman of intire 
Credit, aud who was preſent with me in Mrs. 
Maubree's Houſe at the time, which will 
ſufficiently clear me. 

As to the 2d Article, that in Sept. 4710, 
I having lodged all Night in the Houſe of 

Mrs. Maſon in Leith, I was Drunk, and then 


and” there was guilty of feveral Indecencics, 


which their Libel does more fully bear, and 
which 


4 


be - 


[ 37 ] 
which in good manners to the Reader I think 
my ſelf obliged not to mention in their 
Words; and to ſupport this, they pretend that 
Mrs. Maſon hath 'depoſed, that about three 
Years ago I lodged in her Houſe a Night, 
and that then ſhe thought me Drunk, and 
her ſervant Maid depoſed, that I broke a To- 
bacco Pipe and threw the pieces of it through 
the Room, to which I anſwer ſeveral 
Gentlemen of conſideration will vouch for 
me, firſt that ſhe' was Solicited by Mr. Cleg- 
born at the Weems,' Mr. Ponton at the Meet- 
ing-houſe of Ainghorn, and Mr. Shaw at 
Leith to Swear'-againſt me, and ſhe has 
owned to theſe: Gentlemen, that they impor- 
tuned her daily, and likewiſe acknowledged 


to them, that I never did behave my ſelf In- 


decently to her or her Maid, or was Drunk 
in her Houſe; but as for the Maids Story of 
the Tobacco Pipe, tho' I do not remember 


it, yet: F ſurrender it to them, and I muſt. 


own that this is the firſt time in my Life, 
that I knew the breaking of a Tobacco Pipe 
into any number of pieces, was able to diſ- 
qualify a Man from being a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, according to the Moddel of Geneva; 
[ with they were thus ſtrict in things of grea- 


ter conſequence, but there are ſome People 


who ſtrain at Gnats and ſwallow :Camels, 
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[ 38 ] 
Io the 3d Article, that in Apri/ 1713, in 
Mr. Dury of Grang's Houſe in Brunti ſland 
Pariſh, I maintain'd in a debate againſt Mr. 
Campbell Miniſter at Veem, that it was lawful 
to take Money from the Devil, and that 
Chriſtian Bailly has depoſed accordingly. [ 
anſwer, that an account of matter of Fact will 
clear this affair to beſt purpoſe, the Company 

were telling very ſtrange and wonderful Sto- 

ries of Ghoſts. and Demons, and when it came 
to my turn, I told I had heard of a Gentle- 
man in great {traits to whom the Devil ap- 
peared as a grave old Man, offering him a Sum 
of Money, when the Gentleman ſaw the 

Money he ſaid I believe you are the Devil, 

and I know no right you have to Money, 

ſince the Earth 1s the Lords and the fulnels 
thereof; get you behind me Satan, the Seed 
of the Woman ſhall bruife the Head of the 

Serpent, I will keep this Money for him 

who ſhall be-found to have a better right to 

It; Mr. Campbell quarrelled with this Gentle- 

man's Conduct; I ſaid that if the Story was 

true, what he did was in a ſtate of War againſt 
the Devil, and evidenceda hearty Courage as 
well as ſtrong Faith, which was the Sum of 
what paſſed on that Subject betwixt us; which 
all the Company, and even Mr. Campbell 


As 


Des cr gs g SS Egerer SS 
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> | 


himſelf can witneſs, 


cd 2 
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As tothe Ath Article, that in May 1702, 


I wis guilty of Lying and Prevaricating, 
having faid before the Committee for Bills of 
the General Aſſembly, that the time I was at 
Blair of Arþ6l, was before I was on my Try- 
als, or a Licenciate to Preach; whereas it 
fell out in Auguſt thereafter, I anſwer, I 
ſaid only before the Committee, that I was at 
Blair of Atbbl before" Thad Preach'd in Pub- 
lick, or Had got àn Extract of my Licence 


from the Preſbyrery of Mirbcaluy, all which 
is molt true, as the Date of the firſt Extract 
of my Licenſe lying in the hands of Nicholas 
Spence; under Clark to the 4ſembly, will 
bear Witnels. *Tis'likewiſe alledged, that I 
Lyed in ſaying before the Synod of Fife, that 
in Competition of a popular Call betwixt 
me and Mr. Areſten, all in the Pariſh of 
Bruntiſland were for me except 7 or 8, 
whereas the Preſtytety of Kirkcaldy found 
15 for Mr, Areſtin; I anſwer, I affirmed 
that all the reciding Pariſhioners were for 
me, except 7 or 8 which was moſt True at 


that time ; the 15 for Mr. 4re/kin having 
been made up by Proxies from ſuch as lived 


without the Pariſh, one of which, was Mr. 
Mzgill Preſbyterian Preacher at Kinroſs, and 


| another, Mr. Leſly of Quarter n Boy of about 
10 Years of Age's would not any Body from 


4 hence 
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(40) 
hence coticlude,.; that theſe my Enemies had 
a mighty Averſion td Lying? And yet, I 
think it will appear before I have done, that 
they make no Bonds of either Ly ing or De- 
traction, ſo that they can thereby advance 
their Good Old Cauſe. 8 Wot ET 
As to the 5th Article, aſſerting that ! 
Swore in the Bowling Green belonging to 
George Condes in Linktoun, in Company 
_ witch Capt. Fames Faffray and James Brabner 
Merchants in Xirkcaldy; 1 anſwer,as none who 
knew me, will ever believe me guilty of this 
abominable Sin, fu the falſhood of this Re- 
port will appear by what the aforeſaid Gen- 
tlemen declared to Bailly Burnet, and Mr. Sea- 
ton Merchants in Bruntiſland, to whom they 
ſolemuly proteſted, that the ſame, was whol- 
ly Calumniaus, neither does the Synod pre- 


tend that it is prove. 
As to the: 6th and laſt Article, that I 
ſnould have drank in the aforeſaid Bail 
John Greeg in Linktoun's Houſe, in Com- 
pany with. Mr. Boſwell of Glaſemont and 
others, till one of the Clock on a Sunday 
Morning; I anſwer, the falſhood of this, 
Will clearly appear from the Letter Numb. 


2. in the Appendix, Subſcribed by the ſaid 


Fohn Greeg aud his Wife, as alſo by a Let- 
ter, Nunib. 5. in the Appendix, written by 
91151 TN thne 
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the ſaid Mr. Boſwell of Glaſæmont, decla- 
ring the ſaid Report to be nothing but a Ca- 


. and notorious Lye, neither does the 
Synod pretend there is the leaſt ſhadow of 
Proof of it. I muſt crave leave, to take 
Notice of the aforeſaid - Baillie Tbaulan and 


Chriſtian Baillie their Depoſitions de ſuper 
Inquirendis, 1 have given 2 5 5 Reaſons 


already, why none of them ſhould be admit- 
ted Witneſſes: But to convince the World 
of my Innocency, and the ill conſequences of 
Envy, as being an inlet to the blackeſt 


Crimes, I ſhall only fay, that George Wilſon 


Baker in Edinburgh, his Wife, and Servant 
'Maid ſolemnly declared. to Mr. Mackenzie 


of Roſend, and Baillie Anderton in Brunti- 
ſland, that T was never in Company with 


Baillie Thaulan, in their Houſe, but one 


| Ig Hour, about Nine a Clock in the Mor- 


, tho' the ſaid Thaulan aftirms, I was in 
the laid George Wilſons Houſe with him till 


11 or 12 a Clock at Night. As for Chriſtian 


Baillie, who alledges that I faid there was 
little need of a Hel 1 ſeeing they 


who Suffer here Suffer enough; if ſhe had 


repreſented fairly what I 0 on that Sub- 


ject, there would have been no occaſion for 


the Objection. 


Now vo ſee, 1 haye anſwered every par. 
ticular 
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— * wer Citurnntous, 411d Tots 
ibels, I Hope ur, and every unbya 

Perſotis Sd eh, but it is hin that nb 
Matf's Reputation is 'tafe, nor can. the beſt of 
Men eſcape, where the Accuſets are both 
Jodges and Witneſſes, and J am convinced, 
were ſuch another In wiſtrion to fir, 

and examine the Life of St. Paul, were he 
on Barth, his Innocency could not Skreen 
Him from their . but what if the 
3 694 Reverend, very Pious, Humble, and 
fi 5 and Pond ery Learned Mr, Pir- 
cairn at Dyſarc, ſhould oblig ed to anſwer 
all che Calumnies his Bretiren, and dthers, 
have ſuggeſted fgainſt him, Tam afraid, he 
would be obliged to Print his, long ſince 
promiſed, and wiſhed for, Commentaries On 
the Cbn feſſion of Faith, for his Vindication, 
Tho' the Synod cauſed to be Read, their un. 
Huſt and unfubſcribed Libels from their 
Pulpirs, as Raw Head and Bloody Bones 
were Invented to fright Children, yet they 
do not pretend any thing to be Proved, but 
two or three alledg'd Indecencies, and theſe, 
for the moſt part, about 4 Years ago, and as 
they are Falſe in Fact, nor at all proved 4 
reputable Witneſſes, as I have already made 
Evident, ſo tho? they had been True, they t 


could never have fupported any Sentence || t 
againft Þ * 
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ELLE. 
againſt mée. But Hear-fay is Probation 
enough with them, as is clear, from ſeveral 
Paſſages of their Sentence, and if I was as 
much inclined'to belleve current Scandalous 
Reports, of ſeveral of theſe great Preſby te- 
rian Dons, 48 many of them has been Indu- 
ſtrious to hatch and promote Scandals of me, 
I could without Forgery tell, that the Grave 
Mr, Pitcairn at Dyſart, fate up till 5 4 Clock 
in the Morning, in Company with ſome 
Gentlemen in William Murray's Houſe in 
Kirkcaldy, Drinking good Wine, till theſe 
Gentlemen owned themſelves Elevated. T 
could tell the Godly Mr. Webſter, that he is 
guilty of habitual Tippling and Gluttony. 
I-could tell the Modeſt Mr. Ponton, that a 
Maid faw him ſupplying the Vſe of a Huſ- 
band, to a certain Lady in Baillie Ferquiſon's 
Houſe at Kirkcaldy. I could tell the Whi- 
ning Mr. Dryſdal, that he committed the 
filthy Fact of Fornication, at a certain time, 
or times, at Edinburgh, but I ſhall be very 


1 did, and am willing to take my Oath, that 
Lam none of the contriver of theſe Scandals; 
all I defire of them is, that they*H purge 
themſelves as freely from being acceſſary to 


ay 


an. 


the Scandals that haye been raiſed on me, 
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oY. 
as Lam willing to diſbelieve all. theſe Stories 
of them, until they be fully proved. Their 
Reaſon, for raiſing all theſe Scandals on me 
is, at bottom no more than this, to Ruin 
Reputation with the People, that ſo I may, 
the more eaſily, fall a Sacrifice to their re- 
ſentment, for accepting of her Majeſty's Pre- 
ſentation according to Law; this is my un- 
pardonable Crime, and is a ſign of their be- 
ing dutiful Subjects, and obſervant of our 
Laws, proteſting againſt their Aſembly, tho 
by an Appeal to the Houſe of Lords, is 
what no true Blue Preſbyterian can poſſibly 
Digeſt, for they are the Monopolizers of all 
the Power which they can by any Means at- 
tain to, at leaſt, in ordine. ad Spiritualia, 
which if it is not 2 and Feſuitiſm, I am 
at a loſs to think what it is; their Eſtabliſh- 
ment was founded upon the Inclinations of 
the People, they have no Authority in Law, 
but what they 1 from a Parlia- 
ment, they refuſed to have the Jure divino- 
(bip of their Conſtitutions, declared by a Par- 
liament, they have in Vain attempted to 
prove it from the Holy Scriptures, they 
have always diſclaim'd the Fathers, when 
they are uppermoſt; they are againſt all T0. 
leration, when they are at under, they are for 
Tolerating even Popery, rather than not be 
| 5 | Tolerated 
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Ta 
Tolerated' themſelves 355 Preach up the Co- 
venant, which continues "Abbrogited by 


Law ; let the World then judge what Cbri- 


ftians, what Subjects theſe Men are, with 
whom! have to do, ſo much as to the Pub- 
lick; again, in their private Capacities, they 
are tlie worſt Neighbours, the worſt Aaſters, 
the worſt Szrvants, the leaſt Charitable, the 
moſt Ambitions and Covetous of any let of 
People that I do know. I bid them Defianee 
to diſprove any one Article of all this Charge, 
to which, 1 could" add very much more of 
my own certain knowledge, were it proper 
for one in my preſent Circumſtances bak do. it, 
but all in god time. 

The ſum of this troubleſome Story is this 
I had the Honour of a Preſentation, to the 
Church of Brimtiſland,' from the QUEEN, 
and I being the firſt, after Patronages were 
Reſtored, who was named: by her Majeſty, no- 


thing muſt be left undone by the Preſoyte- 


rians, who rail againſt Patronages, as Un- 


lawful and Anti- Chriſtian, to render this 
Preſentation ineffectual; for ſhould I be ad- 


mitted, their beloved common Practice of 
putting their furious Zealots into the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Living, with the Call and Con- 


currence of a few of the meaneſt Inhabitants 


of the Pariſbes, in direct Oppoſition to Pa- 


trons, 
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E 
tronc, Hereturt, and the af the People 
would. | be. defeated,. and her, e un- 
ddubted Right of Patronage preſerwd, and 
became. beneficial- to her Loyal. Subjeds, 


Thefe Reaſons. were of weight enough, with 


* thorgugh. pac'd-Brethren, to exert 
themſelves againſt me, as: they haue done; 
4 by ruining of me, they would have, one 
Precedent, which. might trighten all other 
anaidates for Benefices, for the. Future, 
accepting any Preſentation from the 
GROIN, and by conſequence theſe Livings. 
muſt. be  diſpos'd. of by themſelves, to. the 
Hotteſt. Heads: in their way, that they can 
find; for after Si Months, the Right of 
Preſenting. devolves to themſelves. What 
AHacendiaries have flouxifhed among them ſince 
W the Lear of our Lord 1638, and how, by 
WH their moſt Sæditious and Ræbellious Da&rines, 


| they involved three. Nations, in Blood. and 


Deſtruction, not ſparing even that of the. bet 
of KINGS, the. Anointed: of the Lord is too 
Aare and recent to be deny d, too Tra- 
gical to be narrated. The Feſuits, the moſt 
deteſtable ſet of Men among the; Papiſts, are 
but Fools to them, for Treuſonabls Principles 
and Practices. What their preſent doings 
are on che her fide of Tweed can 1 * no 
5 cxet 


on theQUEEN's Right of Preſentation, ey, 
leue no Stone upturn'd to have. me. Joade 


of my Converſation, and Capacity, by. Cen 
ificates under their own, Hands. And they 
re. 1 8. and, do. ſuſtain 
themſelves. Judges, ſo then what Juſtice 
could Lexpe@? They muſt indeed, be own 
to be the moſt unaccountable udees. 18 


they own themſelves to be, have = 
upon 


. 
upon the Civil Government, in ordine ad 
Spiritualia, with a Witneſs, particularly in 
the Days 'of the Solemn League and Cove- 


nant | 


I have made ſome ,Repriſals on the Preſby- 


zery, for there are Proceſſes of Scandal againſt 
Seven or Eight of theſe Teachers, raiſs'd at 
| Andrews, © But they, to avoid the Conſe- 
quences of a fair Tryal, which might have 


been their. Shame and Confuſion, have pru- 
dently- declined the Authority and Furiſdi- 
#ion of that Court; for why ſhould ſuch 
Saints be \accountable to Earthly Fudges ? 
Muſt theſe Spy out their Liberty? Is not 
Dominion founded in Grace? God ſees no 
Sin in his Ele&, and all of them are of that 
Number ; for the Belief of their perſonal 
Election, from all Eternity, is the firſt Arti- 
cle of their Creed. They are as much in 
GOD's Favour when they commit Adultery 
or Murder, having the Seed of Grace within 
them, and Recumbancy or Reliance upon 
Chriſt, as thoſe who work out their Salua- 
tion with, Fear and Trembling, and in that 
poor humble way, nale their Calling and 
Election ſure. They have Fudicatories of 
their own, and who dare preſume to hinder 
them from being their own Judges? 


y Inſtance, before the Commiſſaries of St, 


But 
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| But when the Commiſſaries had not the 
© | Complacence to decline the Juriſdiction of 
I their own Court, it became neceſſary for them 
Iutterly to diſable the Proſecutor from inſiſt- 
; ing againſt them, for the Crimes wherewith 
* | he had charged them. And therefore effe- 
t &ual Methods, no matter how Unchriſtian 
and Immoral they be, muſt be taken to put 
it out of my Power to Proſecure them. Pur- 
I ſuant thereto, a Criminal Libel is brought 
Iagainſt me for Intruſion; I am Impriſon d and 
Fined, and forced to pay their Expences and 
Dammages for Proſecuting me: The Ark 
muſt be at no Charges, tho' in the former 
Adminiſtration, the then Miniſtry (their good 
Friends) prevail'd upon her Majeſty's good 
Nature, to allow them a conſiderable yearly 
Sallary, to defray the Expences of their legal 
Proſecutions ;, this muſt affect the Purſes of 
ſuch as fall under their Diſpleaſure ; for 
they will not part with a Groat of their own. 
Then I am expreſly forbidden to Preach any 
more in the Church of Bruntiſland, until I 
ſhould, by them, be legally admitted there- 
to. The plain meaning of which is, until I 
ſhould humbly beg their Pardon for accep- 
ting her Majeſty's Preſentation, and do Pe- 
nence for proteſting againſt their Aſſembly, 


and declare Patronages unlawful, and — | 
„„ all 


* — a | 
2 N — es ee hn . 
Pd, bo E N = 2 : 
| | £ a ms + — —— —_— — — * 
c — _ — — * r — — 4 - 
* — "RN ” =o "I" 2 Py — r 1 . _— — * 
Dre rn j — wry = * 2 N : | on : 
2 8 . r r 
© | War . % a 
= _ | 8 > — _ — 1 oo 


A A Ys tos — — — = 


4 
28 
1 
1 
q 


2 
: 
' 
4 
4 
14 


4 L 50 ) 
all Preſentations and Calls, fave a Popular 
one. Theſe Storms beating hard upon me, 
obliged me to retire and look for ſome Shel. 
ter, from their Malice, at London. But Sir, 
as you tell me, they ſtill go on, and Libel 
me from their Pulpits, for their Malice 
knows no Bounds. „ 
_ Sir, that all this Perſecution is for 10 
Crime, or legal Fault in me, GOD and 
themſelves do know. For how ſhould one, 
who was once, and again, fully approv'd of 
by themſelves, as a Preacher and Candidate 
for a Pariſh Miniſter, be refus'd and Perſe- 
cuted by the ſame Perſons and Fudicatories, 
Let any indifferent Perſon, judge if there 
can be any thing at the bottom, but the Pre- 


ſentation, when in place of their full Te/ti- | 


monials given me Fudicially, and with all 
the Authority they have ; I am thus Proſecu- 
ted, Loaded with Scandal, and threatn'd 
with their Excommunication, and all the 
temporal Pruniſhments, which to the full ex- 
tent of their Application, Intereſt and Influ- 
ence they can procure, either by colour of 
Law, or otherwiſe to be inflicted upon me; 
unleſs I as entirely reſign my ſelf to them, 
as ever an implicite papiſt did to his Prieſt. 
Mr. Nairn's Letter, Numb. 6. in the Appen- 
dix, ſhews you how he, tho' my old Friend, 
3 | is 
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n 
is ſorc'd. to oppreſs me by his Innuendoes, 
and every Body knows how, even the mo- 


deſteſt Men amongſt them are driven by 


furious Ring-leaders into all their Methods 
of Defamation and Oppreſſion, Vices which 
are inſeparable from Preſbytery, and without 
which it can never Subſiſt; malicious un- 
fubſcribed Letters are ſent by them, to un- 
dermine Peoples Characters. * They are 
X %%%]. 
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is well known, that when Mr. Hamilton was choſen 


Profeſſor: of Divinity in the College of Edinburgh, 25 


Webſter in the Tolbooth Church, in N 8 good Graces, 
had then the Misfortune to be, uſed all poſſible means to get into 
the Chair, amangſt others, he employed me to make all the In- 
tereſt I could, for his Promotion, with Sir Patrick Johnſon, 
then Provoſt of Edinburgh, in whoſe Family I was at the time; 
and for this end he Wrote me Letters from Maflat Wells; which; 
after his diſappointment, I us obliged to Burn before Mr. Mit- 
chel, Probationer now at Fetterreſaw, who: was ſent to ne 
by My. Webſter, threatning. my ſpeedy Ruin, if I did not im- 
mediately deliver then up or deftxoy them; and to ſpew that the 
greateſt Pretenders 20 Godlineſs 


ton, in the Names of all the Students of Divinity in, and 


about, Edinburgh; which afterwards came to light: I, in Con- 


junction with many other Students of Divinity, diſclaimed theſe 
Calumnious Letters, by ſubſcribing a Paper of our juſt abhor- 
rence of ſuch indirect Methods, which we gave in to the Preſ- 


bytery of Edinburgh; T little imagin'd that Mr. Webſter was 
concerned with theſe Letters, or would be offended for ſo juſt and 
neceſſary n Vindication of my. ſelf, from the blackeſt of Crimes,” 
namely, Caluinfiy and Detraction; but the firſt time I net 
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amougſt them, ſtick at no - 
Means, tho* never ſo Wicked, to carry on their Defigns 5 Ar. 
Webſter imployed one Hall, as a tool: 10 Write, and ſpread 
abroad, unſubferibed Scandalous Letters againſt Mr. Hamil-" 
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C52], 
againſt the reading the Primitive . Fathers ; 
for theſe Holy Men Preach'd and Practis'd 
the Doctrine of the Croſs, and with exem- 
plary Patience, ſuffer'd Martyrdom for the 
Tejlimony of Feſius. But our modern Goſpel- 
lers, Preach up the neceſſity of Re/i/ting the 
Powers which are ordain'd of God, and ne- 
ver fail to do their utmoſt, not only in de- 
ſpiſing Dominions, and ſpeaking evil of Dig- 
nities, after the example of the Gnoſticks, 
but even in Involving Nations in Blood and 
Deſtruction, therewith to Plant and Water 
Preſbytery, another Reafon'for their running 
down the Fathers is(as I have reaſon to believe 
1 55 from 
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Vim afrer that, was in the Royal Coffee-houſe, where he in- 
mediately cryed out, that he, or I, ſhould leave the Room, and 
called me Names in the 2 of a great Company; and the 


mW Reaſon be aſign'd was, becauſe I had joyned with the reſt of the 


Students in renouncing theſe Scandalous Libels, and ever ſince, 
¶ have been the But of his Malice and Revenge, as Witneſs, 
tbe Calummnioug Unſubſcribed Letter he ſent to My. Ponton at 
Kinghorn againf me, which was ſo induſtriouſly handed about 
through the Pariſh of Bruntiſland, by one Bonar in Binend, 

one «5% oh pitiful 1 retailing of Scandal. Mr. Hall 
having at length incurred Mr. Webſter's Diſpleaſure, when he 
applyed to the Preſbytery of Edinburgh, for their Certificate 
and Teſtimonial, Ar. Webſter was ſo inconſiderate as to ob- 
Jet againſt him, that he had wrote the unſubſcribed Letters 
againſt the Profeſſor, Hall replyed it was true, but if be wrote 
them, Mr. Webfter Dictated them; this ſo * NN Mi. 
Webſter, being conſcious of his own Guilt, that he offered no- 


l | thing in his own Defence, ſo the Preſbytery referred the Matter 


ee Reputation, gare Hall a Teſtificate, 


z9-a Committee, who to huſh up all, and to ſave My, Wel: 


Buſineſs for inany Years,and with much Care 


ſhops. They make no difficulty to commend 
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from the Teſtimony of thoſe who made it their 


and Application to read the Fathers, and in 
whoſe Veracity I have good reaſon to confide.) 
Another Reaſon I fay is, becauſe nothing, that 
makes for their new Model of Church Go- 
vernment, is to be found in the Fathers, be- 
cauſe they are ſo many Witneſſes for the 
Antient Apoſtolical Church Government by Bi- 


the moſt Barbarous Murder of the late Arch- 
Biſhop of St. Andrews, comparing his Mur- 
derers to Phineas, and other extraordinary 
Perſons mention'd in the Old Teftament:: 
They rank Epiſcopal People with the Amo- 
rites, and the Nations whom God hath de- Wil 
voted to Deſtruction, when the Meaſure of | | 
their Imquities was jilled up. I dare appeal to 
the Famous Mr. Webſter's particular know- 
ledge, for the Truth of theſe things, which, 
were I Malicious, I ſhould wiſh him to deny. 
Let him tell his Knowledge, whether cr 
not my owning, in Converſation, my Ab- 
horrence of the great Rebellion, and the un- 
paralleled Parricide, perpetrated on the Roy- 
al Martyr King Charles I. of ever bleſſed Me- 
mory, were not the chief Cauſes of their 
Averfion to me. After which it may ſeem | 
| D 3 Imper- 


[54 3 
Impertinent to name my Parents being Loyal 
and Epiſcopal, for they are Fonder of Gri- 
ginal Sin, than to admit of any Perſon who 
is not extraduce a Covenanter, _. 
Sir, J beg Pardon for being ſo tedious, I 
know you was ſatisfied of my Innocence with- 
out this Vindication, and wanted this, meer- 
ly to ſtop the Mouths of ſome, and to give 
 aqjuſt ſatisfaction to others. And I can aſſure 
you, I have ſaid nothing but what I can 
Prove by Authentick Documents and repu- 
table Witneſſes. All J add is, that the ut- 
moſt they can do againſt me ſhall, GOD 
willing, never put me ſo far upon Reſentment, 
as not to Pray that GOD may forgive them, 
and may he vouchſafe them a truly Chriſtian 
Temper. I ever am, : 


Sir, „ 


Your moſt Obedient, 
and moſt Humble Servant 


.. 
if London, April 
241714. 


Mill Digid, 
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An APPEND FR 
Numb. 1. A Letter, Mr, David Pitcairn in 
Dyſart, Directed to Mr. Mackenzie 

Roſend. Kirkcaldy, April 23, 1712, 


SIR s 
T* truly concerned that ſome of your 


Friends in Bruntiſland ſhould teſtify ſo 

much Humor in puthing that Settlement, 
conſidering the whole of this Affair, which 
I fubmit- to your thought. The Preſbytery WI 
endeavoured to pleaſe Friends in yeilding 
Points not ſo ordinary, yet after all, we are 
egregiouſly maletreated by thoſe Reaſons, 
while manifeſt untruths are aſſerted ; yea, 
the ground of our declining Anſwers to the 
Synod, was tenderneſs of expoſing Affairs, BW 
but now we ſhall be obliged to act more plain, 
which we are loath to do. And Sir, this Wl 
will bring Mr. Dugud inevitably upon a | 0 


Lock, while the reaſon of Shifting that mat- 


* 
1 


£ 
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ter was truly to fave his Reputation. I in- Us) 
cline not to be more ſpecial, unleſs I had ac- {i 
ceſs to Diſcourſe your ſelf or Friends there, 
and depend upon it, this is no Bug-bear. 1 
make a Jeſt of idle Stories from Edinburgh, i 
or Tittle Tattle among Party People, it's a 
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| APPENDIY. 
Matter of Import, which may ſoon Vindicate 
our Conduct, tho to the Ruin of that poor 


/ Young Gentleman; this is what always I 


could not think of, and therefore endeavour- 


ed to have the Buſineſs drop'd, 


If you, or any other Gentleman concern'd, 
pleaſe to let me know when, and where I 
ſhall meet, there ſhall be plainneſs of Speech, 
J was at pains to ſuppreſs idle things at the 


Synod. Manage this according to Honour 


and Diſcretion, communicate the ſame to 
your Friends; the beſt expedient I know for 
preventing all, were to write to the Modera- 
tor, and take up theſe Reaſons. Go as it will 
we are upon Guard, and deſign to anſwer 


that Paper as it deſerves, I expect your re- 


turn, and do remain, Sir, 7 
| Your moſt Obedient Servant. 
David Pitcairn. 


Numb. 2, 4 Letter from Bailly John Greeg 
and his Wife, to Mr. Dugud. 


SIR, 
Am inform'd that a Committee of the 


| Synod of Fzfe have Propogated a mali- 

cious Libel againſt you, in which they aſſert, 

that when you entered upon your Tryals 
_— before 
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before the Preſbytery of Kirkcaldy, on the 
very Night they prefcrib'd to you a' Text 
for Homily, which was 22 day of March, 
1710, you was very Drunk in my Houſe, 
which Aſſertion, I and my whole Family 
declare to be abſolutely Falſe and Calum- 
nious, and a notorious Lye: For we never 
ſaw any thing in you, but Sobriety, and a 
Conduct becoming any, the moſt grave Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel. Likewiſe P'm inform'd 
the ſaid Committee in their additional pre- 
tended Libel Aſſert, that you was in m 
Houſe till one of the Clock on a Sabbat 
Morning, fince you was a Preacher, Drink- 
ing in Company with Mr. Boſwel of Norther- 
Glaſmont, Mr. Weems Younger of Pitkennie, 
and William Adams Maſon ; which Aſſertion 
is a moſt calumnious Report and notorious 
Lye, ſince you was never in wy Houſe at 
any unſeaſonable Hour, nor ever at any time 
in company with the above-mentioned Gen- 
tlemen ; this much my Wife and I thought 
our ſelves bound in Honour and Conſcience 
to acquaint you of, begging Pardon for the 
trouble, we are Sir, 
i Your moſt humble Servants 

i Linktoun © ot ſ- | 

ball zd of Sept. 171 Mar 3 228 


Numb. 3. 


APREN DPI 
re Balltyrlamct on 
- others, in Favour of Mr. William Dugud, 
Bruntiſland Octob. 5th. 1713. 

FJ XF-7E VUnder-ſubſcribers do hereby, up- 
VVV on Fidelity and Honour, declare, 
that whereas in. a Pretended, Unſubſcribed, 


and moſt Malicious Libel, given in by 


Committee of the Synod of Fife, againſt Mr. 


MO 7/illiam Dugud Preacher of the Goſpel at 


Brumiſland : It is moſt falſly and unjuſtly 
alledged, that the ſaid Mr. Dugud, while in 
Dumfermling attending the Synod of Fife, 
upon ſome Days of the Month of April laſt 
was very Drunk, expreſſing himſelf unde- 
cently, in calling the whole Synod damn 
Raſcals and Villains, the which Allegiance, 
we hereby Teſtify to be wholly Calumnious, 
and nothing but a feigned Lye and Untruth; 
he never having been out of our Company, 
during his Attendance at the ſaid Synod, 
and having behaved himſelf, upon the ſaidſ n 
Days at Dumfermling, agreeable to his Cha- 
racter, as becometh the moſt Grave Mini- 
ſter or Preacher of the Goſpel, in Teſtimo- 
ny and Verification whereof, we have Sub- 
ſcribed, Jobn Dury, Allex. Burn, 
on > +» . Fobn Cowan, James Gutherte. 


Numb, 4 


it. 
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Numb. 4. A Letter from Mr. Andrew Bax- 
ter, to George Davidſon Tutor to Dirleton 
Niſbet, Sept. 28th 1713. 

Trembled, at the ſight of yours, to think 
of the danger all good Men are in 
of looſing, what is deareſt to them, their 

Reputation, as long as there are ſuch deſperate 

Wretches as can Sacrifice their Souls and 

Conſciences to their Intereſt or Malice. 

Till now I thought the Story of Knights of 

the Poſt had been the ,quaint Invention of 

humerous and paradoxing Heads ; but I ſee 

Innocence 1s no Plea againſt an abandon'd 

Conſcience and impotent Malice. And the 

ſurprized Traveller might as well Expoſtu- 

late with the Ruffian that deſigns to Rob 
him of his Money or Life. It's dreadful to 
conſider, that reaſonable Creatures ſhould turn 
ſuch daring Miſcreants, as to offer to invo- 
cate the Eternal Truth to vouch their hor- 
rid Lyes and Calumnies ! It hath ſtumbled 
conſidering Men to think, that a Thunder- 

Bolt did not burſt on their guilty Heads, and 

ſtrick them up as Monumental Inſtances of 

Divine Vengeance! This hath been an han- 

dle to the Atheiſtically, inclined in all Ages to 

deny any Government or Providence, in a 

World where ſuch things paſt with Impu- 

* | | | nity ; 
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nity ; but for me it heightens my Belief of 
future Retribution : For the Eternal Truth 
is Challeng'd, Dared and Affronted, and the 
Eternal Truth will avenge. | | 

But I have ſeldom ſeen the Devil ſo fir 
out in his Politicks, the thing fo groſly con- 
trived! No appearance to aſſiſt Impudence! 
Not the leaſt Circumſtance to colour the hel- 
liſh Aſperſion! Women that are ſo good Na- 
tured, as to ſuffer themſelves to be brought 
of the Street on ſuch a deſign, do not uſe to 


Scriech and Cry for help at the fight of a 


Man! That does not tell, and minds me of 
the Story of Suſanna and the two Elders, 


But it is the firſt part of Divine Judgement, 


that ſuch Perſons are deprived of common 
Prudence, when they ſhake hands with Chri- 
{tian Faith. But two Luſty Strong Men 
were not able to hold the Woman. It looks 


as if that Miſcreant had great Concern for 


the Womans Reputation, at the ſame time 
ſhe isſo induſtrious to ruin that of other Peo- 
ple. Well! If Hell be where Devils are, it is 
broke looſe on Earth, and they are Maſque- 
rading it up and down in human Shape. It 
was certainly very coarſly contrived of Mr. 
Dugud to effect State, and to have one to 
pimp for him in a ftrange Houſe among Per- 


ſons unknown to him, tho' he could — | 
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he known to them, But theſe People. are 
daily rendring themſelves more odious to the 
diſcreet part of Mankind : And it will cer- 
tainly do them little Service to make uſe of 
Tools of ſuch abandoned Impudence and un- 
witty Malice. Every body muſt ſee thro? the 
then Diſguiſe, they ſhould have laid the 
Plate thicker, 

But to be more particular with you in 
what you fay I was concern'd, I here pro- 
teſt ſolemnly, by the Searcher of Hearts, 
that I was never Witneſs to, conſcious of, or 
xccomplice in any immodeſt Action in Mr. 
Dugud at Edinburgh, or any other Place, And 
have now known him from a School Boy. 
And as to that Story of the Woman, it is a 
moſt malicious and helliſh Calumny in the 
Whole Matter of Fact, and every Circum- 
ſtance. As to what concerns my ſelf, I leave 
every thing to him to whom Vengeance be- 


ongeth. I ſhall in my next, give a De- 


duction of what tampering I met with in 
the North, from that deviliſn Crew, to ſtand 
up and accuſe an Epiſcopal Miniſter, how I 


| was baited with Hopes of ſeeing my ſelf in a 
kirk (as they offered to engage, if I would 


in the Place) under pretence of not Subſcri- 


become their Tool) and how for refuſing, I was 
turned out of my Living (as it's well known 


bing 
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bing the Confeſſion of Faith. And in the 
mean time, ſhall be enabled to Pray with 
more ſeriouſneſs than ever, from Envy, Ha- 
tred and Malice, and all Uncharitableneſs, 
good Lord deliver us. Sir, 
VII am your Affectionate 5 
and humbly Servant. 
Andrew Baxter. 


Numb. 3. A Letter from Mr. Boſwell of 
_ Glafmonth zo Mr. Dugud. © 
3 45 Glaſmonth, Aug. ch. 1713. 


AM informed that you are maliciouſly 
Scandalized, in a pretended Libel given 
you by a Committee of the Synod of Fife, 
wherein among other things they are mot 
injurious in afferting,; that ſince you was # 
Preacher, you was in the Houſe: of Bail) 

ahn Greeg in the Linkioun of Hbborſtal, 
rinking in my Company till one of the 
Clock: on a Sabbath Morning, which Aſſer- 
tion is moſt Scandalous, Malicious and No- 
tprious Lye, ſince in my Life I was never 
with you in that Houſe, nor in any other 
at; unſeaſonable Hours; and I never knew 


ty and Conduct, becoming any one of your 


any thing in your Converſation but Sobrie- 


Character, and any the moſt Grave _— 


of 


to 
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of the Goſpel, thus much in Honour, and 
having your Acceptance, L thought needful 
to Advertiſe you. of, and am Sir. 

FPuoscur moſt humble Servant. 
Andreu Boſwell. 


Numb. 6. A Letter from Mr. Thomas Nairne 
at Abbotſhall t Mr. Thomas Ruffel ar Ke- 
„ 4 Linktqun Nov. 24th 172. 
Doubt not but you have heard there is a 
Preſentation from the Queen, in Favours 
of Mr. Duygud, as alſo that you know there 
are ſeveral Members in our Preſbytery, who 
will do to their Power to oppoſe his Settle- 
ment in that Place. The Preſentation is to 
be before the next Preſbytery (which is to 
meet at Dyſert on Thurſdaꝝ the 24th Currant) 
alſo a Paper declaring the conſent of the Peo- 
ple to his exercifing the Work of the Miniſtery 
among them; you may ſee then the neceſſity 
of your Attendance, ſince you have been 
friendly all a long, tho“ I wiſh to ſee you on 
the Wedneſday proceeding at Kirkcaldy, when 
the Preſbytery is to meet for Prayer. His Ene- 
mies are reſolved to Plead, that the Synod re- 


commended to the Preſbyteries, not to ſettle 
any by a Preſentation till their next meet- 


Ing, but I conceive this is Falſe; for they 
- | 7. ns 
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only recommended to the Young Men, not to 
accept of a Preſentation without the Advice of 
their Preſbyteries. I think there is no ne- 
ceſſity of delaying this Affair, when there is 
a popular Call, but appoint his Ordination 
upon this, without any regard to the. Pre. 
ſentation, as the Preſbytery of St. Andrews 
did in the like Caſe; Pardon that I call it a 
like Caſe, for I hope there can be no excep- 
tions made againſt his Morals, when he has 
a Teſtificate from our Preſbytery in com- 
mon Form. I have likewiſe Converſed with 
Mr. Diagud, and have obſerved as always 
much · of Sobriety about him, and in conſe 
uence of this, he declared, if he were not 
perſwaded of the Peoples conſent, he would 
not delire to be intruded without it, and fo 
Has ground to reckon it a Call from God; 
T with ye were but with Mr. Dal, and 1 
think the matter would be brought to a de- 
ſirable Iſſue. This is all, begging Pardon 
for this Trouble, from R. and D. B. yout 
much obliged humble Servant. 
pr” I 
DS Thomas Nairne. 
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